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Message from Sandra Carroll 
 

Welcome to a new academic year. The 2021-22 academic year 
saw us endure another year of the COVID-19 pandemic. Last 
summer, the faculty and university developed and implemented a 
vaccine mandate for students, staff, and faculty. This was a 
herculean effort by all. It is not a surprise that this caused 
uncertainty, disruption, and some mixed responses within our 
school, campus, community and beyond. Since then, gradual back 
to mac efforts have reunited faculty, staff, and students on 
campus after a prolonged absence. In Winter 2022, we increased 
our on-campus and in-person class activity with excellent results. 

Our learners embraced the return to campus and the connections with their peers.   
  
The pandemic responses and initiatives led by most academic institutions and nursing schools 
across Ontario aligned for nursing students. Targeted initiatives were funded by our provincial 
government to try to address workforce issues in hospitals some of which impacted our learners. 
For example, the funding of Clinical Extern positions in hospitals, which included undergraduate 
nursing students as employees, expanded funding for long-term care (regulated and unregulated), 
and new BScN seats. At McMaster, we used one-time Ministry of Colleges and Universities 
(MCU) funding to expand our Accelerated Stream BScN intake in 2021. In the coming academic 
year, sustaining new seat growth for BScN as well as growth in our Primary Health Care Nurse 
Practitioner program is planned.  
  
The Indigenous Health Learning Lodge (IHLL) officially launched a grand opening in January 
2022. This is important for the school given our strategic initiatives and ongoing curricular 
response to the Calls to Action of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada for Schools 
of Nursing. We look forward to our work with the IHLL, Dr. Bernice Downey and team. READ 
MORE: IHLL Newsletter and Indigenous Allyship: Answering Calls to Action in Nursing.  
 
If you are on campus, you will see that the school looks quite different. Our modernization project 
is approaching full completion and we look forward to our open house event, which we are 
expecting to hold in late fall 2022 – stay tuned for a save the date!  
 
We are looking forward to resuming efforts and initiatives that were paused due to travel 
restrictions, including building, and strengthening international partnerships in education and 
research. We will continue to develop new initiatives to meet our goals across our three drivers in 
our Strategic plan, 1) Visionary inclusive education, 2) High impact research, and 3) Culture of 
optimism and respect.   
  
  

 
 

https://ihll.mcmaster.ca/app/uploads/2022/09/Indigenous-Health-Learning-Lodge-Newsletter-Spring-2022.pdf
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2022/05/11/indigenous-allyship-answering-calls-to-action-in-nursing
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Academic Program Updates  
  
BScN Undergraduate Program Update - Dr. Joanna Pierazzo, Associate 
Professor, Assistant Dean, Undergraduate Nursing Programs   
 
This past year, we celebrated major achievements: 
 
The Canadian Association of Schools of Nursing’s Accreditation Bureau granted us a full 7-Year 
accreditation. Read More.   
 
We signed a new nursing student exchange agreement with Lund University. Read more  
  
The BScN Undergraduate Program Goals for 2022-23 are to: 
   
1. Celebrate BScN program accomplishments and reconnect across teams/services. 
2. Strengthen student-centeredness, with attention to activities with student interface. 
3. Review our first “One Admission” cycle outcomes with the goal to enhance process. 
4. Continue to engage in curricular responsiveness (Indigenous health, Interprofessional 

Education, clinical elective).  
 
 
Graduate Program Update - Dr. Nancy Carter, Associate Professor, Assistant 
Dean, Graduate Nursing Programs  
  
We were delighted to see our graduates at the in-person Legacy (2020-21) and 2022 Convocation 
Events this spring. The Legacy Convocation was held at the First Ontario Concert Hall. At the 
event, seven Nursing PhD graduates, who convocated virtually in 2020 and 2021, crossed the 
stage in recognition of their accomplishments. In fall 2022, we welcomed approximately 40 new 
graduate students to our Masters, PhD, and PHCNP programs.   
  
Despite the continuing challenges of working in practice as RNs post-pandemic, our current 
graduate students continue to thrive. Many students continue to win awards and scholarships for 
their work. We were thrilled that two PhD students were awarded tri-council funding for their 
doctoral research. Carley Ouellette was awarded a Vanier Canada Doctoral Award and a CIHR 
Doctoral Award, and Kylie Teggart was awarded a CIHR Doctoral Award. Read More  
  
 
Students and Alumni in the News  
  
Alexander Skipper, an Accelerated Stream BScN student, was our Valedictorian at Convocation 
this year. Read More  
  

https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2021/12/14/casn-accreditation-bureau-grants-mcmaster-full-7-year-award
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2022/07/20/school-of-nursing-partners-with-lund-university
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2022/05/20/kylie-teggart-wins-cihr-scholarship-award
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2022/05/26/meet-school-of-nursing-valedictorian-alex-skipper
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BScN students Alexander Skipper and Krizalyn Jacinto started a peer mentorship program in 
2022, with the goal of facilitating meaningful partnerships between first year and second year 
Accelerated Stream BScN students. Read More  
  
BScN students Laura Saunders and Ivan Zhang were featured in a story on the Faculty of Health 
Sciences’ website and the Hamilton Spectator while working as externs in Hamilton’s two hospital 
systems, helping with the hospital nursing shortage during the pandemic. Read More.   Read 
More  
  
Marie-Lee Yous, a graduate of the PhD program, won a postdoctoral award from the Alzheimer 
Society of Canada. Read More  
  
Marissa Bird, a graduate of the PhD program, took on a postdoctoral fellowship at the Bridgepoint 
Collaboratory for Research and Innovation, Sinai Health.  Read More  
  
Carly Whitmore, a graduate of the PhD program, was hired as a postdoctoral fellow at the 
Nicotine Dependence Service in CAMH.  Read More  
 
  

Achievements  
Faculty and Staff  
  
May 2022 saw the first return to in-person convocation since the COVID-19 pandemic began. This 
year, Dr. Alba DiCenso, Professor Emerita in the School of Nursing, received an honorary degree 
from McMaster University. Dr. DiCenso attended the Faculty of Health Sciences Convocation and 
celebration dinner with her colleagues and family to celebrate this honor Read More  
  
Dr. Diana Sherifali joined the seventh annual cohort of the World Heart Federation (WHF) Salim 
Yusuf Emerging Leaders programme. Read More  
  
Lynda Bentley-Poole celebrated her 25th year with McMaster University. Congratulations Lynda! 
Read More  
  
Dr. Maria Pratt served the school by taking on an interim role as academic resources lead in 
January-June 2022. Read More. Maria also won one of this year’s McMaster Student Union 
Teaching Awards. Congratulations Maria! Read More   
  
Dr. Michael McGillion was reappointed as assistant dean, research in the School of Nursing 
(2022-27). Read More  
  
Dr. Nancy Carter was appointed the school’s department education coordinator and was 
reappointed assistant dean of graduate nursing programs (2022-27). Read More  
  
Dr. Ruth Chen was appointed as a new assistant dean of faculty development for the Faculty of 
Health Sciences (2022-27). Read More  

https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2022/02/02/students-launch-peer-mentorship-program
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2021/10/14/externs-help-hospitals-with-nurse-shortage
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2021/10/13/hamilton-hospitals-combat-staffing-shortages-with-nursing-students
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2021/10/13/hamilton-hospitals-combat-staffing-shortages-with-nursing-students
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2022/05/17/alumni-marie-lee-yous-wins-postdoctoral-award
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2022/05/25/alumna-marissa-bird-takes-on-postdoctoral-fellowship
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2022/05/17/alumna-carly-whitmore-takes-on-new-role-in-research
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2022/05/27/alba-dicenso-is-awarded-honorary-degree
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2021/12/08/world-heart-federation-emerging-leader-diana-sherifali
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2022/01/13/lynda-bentley-poole-joins-quarter-century-club
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2022/01/10/maria-pratt-takes-on-academic-resources-lead
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2022/04/14/maria-pratt-wins-teaching-award
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2022/07/04/congratulations-to-michael-mcgillion
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2021/12/22/congratulations-to-nancy-carter
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2022/02/11/ruth-chen-named-new-assistant-dean-of-faculty-development
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Dr. Sharon Kaasalainen was awarded the 2022 Elizabeth J. Latimer Prize in Palliative Care. Read 
More  
  
Dr. Sandra Carroll was inducted into the Global Academy of Holistic Nursing (GAHN) as a GAHN 
Scholar. She is the first Canadian nurse to be inducted.   
  
Dr. Jenny Ploeg, professor emeritus of the School of Nursing, was the 2021 recipient of the 
Canadian Association on Gerontology’s “Recognition Award for Excellence in Research on 
Unpaid Caregiving: In Honour of Neena Chappell.” Read More  
   
Research grants and publications  
  
The faculty and our students have published and disseminated impactful research and I invite you 
to view the McMaster University School of Nursing Biannual Research Report and SON news on 
our website. Read More  
  
Faculty and students continue to be successful in obtaining research grants and publishing in 
high-impact journals. You can find stories about some of these on our website in the research 
news section: https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/research/research-news  
  
Examples of major grants awarded since September 2021 include:   
• Dr. Rebecca Ganann, who received close to $1 million in funding from the Public Health 

Agency of Canada for a research project to promote health, independence, and mobility 
among older adults. Read More   

• Dr. Sharon Kaasalainen received a $1.5-million Health Canada grant for a project to support 
the long-term care sector in implementing a palliative approach to care. Read More  

  
  

Department News 
New Faculty  
  

  
Above: Dr. Jason De Melo, Assistant Professor; Dr. Shaunattonie (Shauna) Henry, Assistant 

Professor  

https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2022/03/04/palliative-care-researcher-wins-award-named-for-her-mentor
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2022/03/04/palliative-care-researcher-wins-award-named-for-her-mentor
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2021/11/02/jenny-ploeg-wins-award-for-excellence-in-research
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2021/12/20/announcing-the-biannual-research-report
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2021/12/20/announcing-the-biannual-research-report
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/research/research-news
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2022/03/08/health-program-codesigned-with-older-adults-receives-$1m-for-research-study
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2021/12/06/mcmaster-researcher-pushing-for-stronger-palliative-approach-in-long-term-care-homes
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We extend a warm welcome to Jason and Shauna. Read more  
  
New administrative and staff positions   
  

• Durrant Pate, Human Resources Assistant   
• Jennifer Walsh, Executive Assistant   
• Stephanie Spicer, Curriculum Assistant BScN  
• Elizabeth Dos Santos, Academic Advisor BScN  
• Tania Baricevic, Academic Advisor BScN  
• Angelica Meigs, Admissions Coordinator BScN  
• Carla Dawson, Academic Resources Manager BScN  
• Nick Dery, Director of Administration 

 
In addition, 26 new research team members joined the school across research teams.   
  
   
 

  
  
In Memoriam 
  
Karin von Schilling passed away in June 2022. She was a professor in the School of Nursing from 
1968 to 1988.  She received the Community of Distinction Award from McMaster University for 
outstanding scholarship and research in 2006. Karin von Schilling was a nursing leader and was 
recognized internationally for bringing problem-based learning to nursing and medicine in 
Sweden. Read more: Obituary.    
 
  

https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/news-events/news/news-item/2022/08/29/welcome-to-new-full-time-faculty-for-2022
https://erbgood.com/tribute/details/16095/Karin-von-Schilling/obituary.html
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TO KEEP IN TOUCH, FIND US AT:  

School of Nursing website: 
 
 
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca    
 

  
 

https://twitter.com/macnursing  
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/macnursing  

CONTACT US:   

Office of the Vice-Dean, Faculty of Health Sciences, Executive Director, School of Nursing 

Sandra Carroll, sondean@mcmaster.ca,    @SCarroll_VDean 

https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/
https://twitter.com/macnursing
https://www.facebook.com/macnursing
mailto:sondean@mcmaster.ca
https://twitter.com/macnursing
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