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3QQ3 Professional Community Nursing Practice Course Outline 
 
Course Description  
A professional practice course in which students learn about community as client across all 
components of the nursing process.  
Six hours per week (mixed tutorial and professional practice); one term 
 
Course Learning Outcomes 
Within this virtual and online professional practice course, students learn how to provide 
person/client centred care in partnership with virtual and simulated individuals, families, 
groups, communities and populations. Student clinicians engage in virtual and simulated 
community health nursing practice and expand knowledge about relevant community health 
concepts and a variety of evidence-informed health promotion approaches with the 
community. Students become more skilled communicators as they practice developing 
therapeutic relationships with their virtual client population through group discussions around 
entering the community and how to develop relationships with community members. Students 
also discuss the humanistic caring approaches required for work with communities and 
populations. Student scholars continue to build clinical reasoning and judgment in recognizing 
client assets and needs, interpreting and responding to health inequities relevant to their 
virtual and simulated client. Students collaborate with peers as they learn how to engage 
various sectors, disciplines and community members to address health inequities. They also 
enact professional nursing roles of advocate, coordinator, leader, and educator in the virtual 
and simulated community context. Health promotion interventions will be guided by the 
Canadian Association for Schools of Nursing (CASN) Entry to Practice Public Health Nursing 
Competencies for Undergraduate Nursing Education, relevant literature and research, and 
ethics. Students will exhibit professional accountability by assessing their own learning 
strengths and needs and take appropriate actions to meet course expectations. 
 

Overview of Approach to Teaching and Learning 
 
Theoretical Context of the Course 
There are many determinants of health and inequities that influence the health of people living 
in their communities. For community health nurses to address these factors, it is essential to 
have practical knowledge of community and population health promotion, as well as skills 
identifying, assessing, interpreting, and responding to address health inequities.  This area of 
nursing practice involves integrating theoretical and scientific knowledge from nursing, social 
sciences, public health, and primary health care to effectively deliver care in multiple and 
diverse settings.  Community health nurses promote, protect, and preserve the health of 
individuals, families, groups, communities, and populations. The focus of the community health 
nursing scope of practice experience in this course will be to work with clients at a group or 
community level where the community is the client (CASN, 2014). This course will allow 
students to explore relevant community health concepts such as the meaning of 
empowerment, professional advocacy, the principles of primary health care, and population 
health promotion by creating supportive environments, strengthening community action, 
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building healthy public policy, developing personal skills, and reorienting health services (WHO, 
1986). Furthermore, students will enact nursing roles and strengthen their understanding of 
evidence informed decision making as it applies to population health promotion approaches; 
such approaches promote the health of communities, facilitate access and equity, build 
individual and community capacities, build collaborative relationships, and demonstrate 
professional responsibility. The enactment of these community health nursing roles will enable 
students to achieve course learning outcomes.   
 
The instructor reserves the right to modify elements of the course and will notify students 
appropriately, either in class or on Avenue to Learn (McMaster Undergraduate Course 
Management Policy, 2018). 
 
Learning Sequence 
The sequence will be varied to incorporate opportunities for each student as they engage in 
structured and unstructured learning opportunities. Please see Avenue to Learn for your 
program site's specific learning sequence.  
 

Evaluation Measures 
 
The professional practice tutor is responsible for assigning the Pass/Fail grade. 
 
The enactment of the professional practice role will involve a summative evaluation of the 
demonstrated ability of the learner to provide safe and ethically responsible nursing care. The 
N3QQ3 Community Professional Practice Evaluation form will be completed by the learner and 
tutor at midterm and final. The written midterm evaluation and a written final evaluation are 
completed independently by the student and tutor before the evaluation meeting. All the 
subtheme characteristics within the three major curriculum themes are considered in the 
evaluation of each subtheme. The tutor considers the information from all sources and 
components in the determination of the course grade. Student evaluation tools must be 
submitted to the Avenue to Learn Dropbox 7 days in advance of the midterm/final 
evaluation. Tutors will add a copy of their evaluation to the student submission in Avenue to 
learn. No signatures are required in this online course. 
 
 

Evaluation Component Weighting Date Due 
Midterm Professional 
Practice Evaluation 

a. Self 
b. Tutor 

Pass/Fail Week 7 

Final Professional 
Practice Evaluation 

a. Self 
b. Tutor 

Pass/Fail Week 
12/13 
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University and BScN Program Policies and Procedures 
 

The University has defined its expectations of students in both the academic and non-academic 
life of the University community.  Policies that govern these practices can be found on the 
Undergraduate Academic Calendar or on the University website 
http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy.  As policies are reviewed and revised on a regular basis, 
students are responsible for checking the Policies, Procedures and Guidelines section of the 
University website for the most up-to-date information (adapted from the Undergraduate 
Calendar, 2020-21). 

Conduct Expectations 

As a McMaster student, you have the right to experience, and the responsibility to 
demonstrate, respectful and dignified interactions within all of our living, learning and 
working communities. These expectations are described in the Code of Student Rights & 
Responsibilities (the “Code”). All students share the responsibility of maintaining a positive 
environment for the academic and personal growth of all McMaster community members, 
whether in person or online. 

It is essential that students be mindful of their interactions online, as the Code remains in 
effect in virtual learning environments.  The Code applies to any interactions that adversely 
affect, disrupt, or interfere with reasonable participation in University activities. Student 
disruptions or behaviours that interfere with university functions on online platforms (e.g. 
use of Avenue 2 Learn, WebEx or Zoom for delivery), will be taken very seriously and will be 
investigated. Outcomes may include restriction or removal of the involved students’ access 
to these platforms. 

Copyright and Recording 

Students are advised that lectures, demonstrations, performances, and any other course 
material provided by an instructor include copyright protected works. The Copyright Act 
and copyright law protect every original literary, dramatic, musical and artistic work, 
including lectures by University instructors. 

The recording of lectures, tutorials, or other methods of instruction may occur during a 
course. Recording may be done by either the instructor for the purpose of authorized 
distribution, or by a student for the purpose of personal study. Students should be aware 
that their voice and/or image may be recorded by others during the class. Please speak 
with the instructor if this is a concern for you. 

Extreme Circumstances 

The University reserves the right to change the dates and deadlines for any or all courses in 
extreme circumstances (e.g., severe weather, labour disruptions, etc.). Changes will be 
communicated through regular McMaster communication channels, such as McMaster 
Daily News, A2L and/or McMaster email. 
 
Students in the BScN program must also refer to program specific policies and procedures, 

http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy
https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/app/uploads/Code-of-Student-Rights-and-Responsibilities.pdf
https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/app/uploads/Code-of-Student-Rights-and-Responsibilities.pdf
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which are found in the Undergraduate Nursing Education Program Handbook.  This Handbook is 
located in A2L in the student resource section of the course. Ensure you are familiar with this 
document, including the following important policies:      

• Attendance Expectations, Policies and Procedures 
• Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities Policy 
• Academic Integrity Policy 
• Discrimination, Harassment & Sexual Harassment: Prevention & Response 
• Faculty of Health Science Professional Behaviour Code of Conduct for Learners 
• Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities 
• Student Appeal Procedures 
• McMaster University Grading Scale  
• BScN Program Viewing Final Exams Policy 
• Electronic Communication Policy 
• Professional Appearance Policy (for Professional Practice courses) 
• Turnitin.com 
• Request for Relief for Missed Academic Work (MSAF) 

 
Professionalism  
In a professional practice environment, including conference, it is expected that students will be 
respectful to one another and faculty.  Moreover, all communications, behaviours and attitudes 
should be that becoming of a Nursing learner at McMaster University.  Please review the 
following document from the Faculty of Health Sciences regarding professionalism:  
 
http://fhs.mcmaster.ca/pcbe/documents/FHSProfflyer.pdf 
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