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N3A04 Clinical Reasoning in RN Practice  
Course Outline 

 
Course Description 
This is an applied clinical reasoning course in which students gain confidence in their emerging 
professional practice through the investigation of more complex clinical assessment, 
communication and intervention skills in the clinical laboratory and classroom settings. 
 

This is a graded course 
 
2 hours in lecture format (asynchronous delivery), 2 hours in lab each week; one term 
 

Pre-requisite(s): N3QQ3 
Normally to be taken concurrently with NURSING 3RS3 or NURSING 3RT3 
 

Course Learning Outcomes 
In this course students continue to explore what it means to act and think as a clinician in their 
continued journey towards becoming a Registered Nurse. The relationship between acting and 
knowing presented in this course allows the student to gain an enhanced appreciation for the 
assessment skills they already have and their application to increasingly complex patient 
situations. Students in this course focus on Becoming a professional registered nurse by 
providing person-centred care for patients with varied complex health challenges / complex 
situations. In their continuing journey as clinicians, they further develop their Knowing and 
Acting by thoughtfully integrating nursing, scientific, and humanistic theories and concepts into 
their nursing care. 
 

Students' understanding of clinical reasoning increases in depth through noticing, interpreting, 
reflecting, and responding. Students continue to build increasingly refined and accurate clinical 
reasoning skills, demonstrated through increasingly independent, accurate and refined physical 
and psychosocial assessments. With increasing self-direction students consistently and 
accurately identify and prioritize patient issues and respond using a collection of appropriate 
interventions that are guided by best evidence, safe practice, professional standards, ethics, 
and legislation. Students gain more insight into use of self as a way of intentionally responding 
therapeutically and consistently, developing therapeutic relationships with ‘patients’ as they 
continue to evolve as nurse communicators. 
 

Through their experiences in the virtual classroom and clinical laboratory settings, students 
continue to evolve their professional identity in relation to Being a registered nurse and 
Belonging to the nursing profession. They consistently exhibit professional accountability by 
being open to tutor feedback and assessing their learning strengths and needs to take 
appropriate actions to meet course expectations. Please note that for every hour of class time, 
students will be expected to do 2-3 hours of self-exploration on their own time through 
required readings, preparation and practice in the open-access lab. 
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Virtual Course Delivery: 
This course will be delivered synchronously via Zoom. Students will be expected to join the 
Virtual Classroom during scheduled lecture times. Please see the first Avenue to Learn 
Announcement for further instructions.  
 
To follow and participate in virtual classes it is expected that you have reliable access to the 
following: 

 A computer that meets performance requirements 

 An internet connection that is fast enough to stream video 

 Computer accessories that enable class participation, such as microphone, speakers and 
webcam  
 

If you use assistive technology or believe that our platforms might be a barrier to participating, 
please contact Student Accessibility Services for support.  Each college site has its own student 
service:  
 
At Mohawk College please contact Accessible Learning Services, 
https://www.mohawkcollege.ca/accessible-learning-services 
    
At Conestoga College please contact Conestoga site -  Student Success Services - Accessible Learning   
 

Overview of Approach to Teaching and Learning 
 

Learning Activities and Process 
This course will integrate both large and small group learning. 
 
Large Group Clinical Reasoning in RN Practice Class: Concepts and Clinical Skills 
Students will attend a weekly asynchronous online lecture. Each class will introduce a topic of 
core learning related to knowing and understanding the patient at the level of the Registered 
Nurse. This content will focus on reviewing, introducing, and discussing professional practice 
concepts and clinical skills. The learning gained here will provide a foundation for applying 
these concepts to increasingly complex clinical conditions in the small group sessions (hybrid 
approach of synchronous online learning/small group lab practice). Students are expected to 
complete required preparation prior to attending these activities so they are able to engage in 
the learning process. 
 

Small Group: Application of Clinical Reasoning Concepts and Clinical Assessments/Skills 
Following the synchronous online lecture, students will participate in a 2-hour small group 
session. The focus will be on application of the concepts and skills learned in the online lecture. 
Students will engage in a number of activities and should be prepared to be active in the 
learning process. 
 
With the guidance of a facilitator, clinical skills will be practiced in a hybrid approach of virtual  
simulations, case studies and within a simulated setting (lab). 

https://www.mohawkcollege.ca/accessible-learning-services
https://studentsuccess.conestogac.on.ca/myLearning/AcademicAndTestingAccommodations
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The instructor reserves the right to modify elements of the course and will notify students 
appropriately, either in class or on Avenue to Learn (McMaster Undergraduate Course 
Management Policy, 2014). 
 

Evaluation Measure Percentage of Overall 
Grade 

Due Date 

Midterm Performance Rubric 10% Week 6 

Clinical Reasoning 
Worksheet (CRW) 

20% Week 10 

Professional Practice Test 20% Week 11/12 (site specific) 

Final Performance Rubric 10% Week 12/13 (site specific) 

  Final Exam 40% Scheduled by Registrar’s 
Office 

 
 
Structured Learning Activities 
These learning activities are designed to assist the student to build: 

 Clinical reasoning skills 

 Increasingly accurate and refined assessment skills at the RN level, which are adapted to 
various professional practice situations 

 The capacity to identify and prioritize patient issues at the RN level 

 A collection of appropriate patient interventions that are guided by the principles of 
therapeutic relationships, best evidence, safe practice, professional standards, and 
legislation within the scope of the RN. 

 

In all learning experiences, students will be integrating concepts and theories from previous and 
concurrent courses. Students will grow and develop as caregivers and future professionals 
through self-direction and self-reflection. 
 
In addition to the learning activities, remedial work for some students may be necessary to 
promote likelihood of success in the course. 
 
Students may be asked to extend or replicate some of the learning activities above. 
 
The instructor reserves the right to modify elements of the course and will notify students 
appropriately, either in class or on Avenue to Learn (McMaster Undergraduate Course 
Management Policy, 2014). 
 
Learning Sequence 
 
Please see Avenue to Learn for your program site's specific learning sequence. 
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Required Learning Resources 

 
Clinical Skills: Essentials Collection Online (2019), Elsevier Canada. 
 

Lewis, S.L., Bucher, L., Heitkemper, M.M., Barry, M., Lok, J., Tyerman, J., Goldsworthy, S. (2019). 
Medical-Surgical Nursing in Canada (4th Cdn Ed.). Elsevier Canada. 

Nursing Skills Online 4.0, Elsevier Canada 

N3A04 Custom Courseware: Endelman, C.L., and Kudzma, E.C. (2018). Health Promotion 
throughout the Life Span, Chapter 17: Infant. Elsevier Canada.; Hockenberry, M.J., Wilson, D., 
and Rodgers, C.C. (2017). Wong’s Essentials of Pediatric Nursing, Unit 2. Elsevier 
 

Site Specific Lab Kit – RPN to BScN 

University and BScN Program Policies and Procedures 
 

The University has defined its expectations of students in both the academic and non-academic 
life of the University community. Policies that govern these practices can be found on the 
Undergraduate Academic Calendar or on the University website 
http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy. As policies are reviewed and revised on a regular basis, 
students are responsible for checking the Policies, Procedures and Guidelines section of the 
University website for the most up-to-date information (adapted from the Undergraduate 
Calendar, 2020-21). 
 

Conduct Expectations 
As a McMaster student, you have the right to experience, and the responsibility to 
demonstrate, respectful and dignified interactions within all of our living, learning and working 
communities. These expectations are described in the Code of Student Rights & Responsibilities 
(the “Code”). All students share the responsibility of maintaining a positive environment for the 
academic and personal growth of all McMaster community members, whether in person or 
online. 
 
It is essential that students be mindful of their interactions online, as the Code remains in effect 
in virtual learning environments. The Code applies to any interactions that adversely affect, 
disrupt, or interfere with reasonable participation in University activities. Student disruptions or 
behaviours that interfere with university functions on online platforms (e.g. use of Avenue 2 
Learn, WebEx or Zoom for delivery), will be taken very seriously and will be investigated. 
Outcomes may include restriction or removal of the involved students’ access to these 
platforms. 
 

Copyright and Recording 
Students are advised that lectures, demonstrations, performances, and any other course  
 
 

http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy
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material provided by an instructor include copyright protected works. The Copyright Act and 
copyright law protect every original literary, dramatic, musical and artistic work, including  
 
lectures by University instructors. 
 
The recording of lectures, tutorials, or other methods of instruction may occur during a course. 
Recording may be done by either the instructor for the purpose of authorized distribution, or by 
a student for the purpose of personal study. Students should be aware that their voice and/or 
image may be recorded by others during the class. Please speak with the instructor if this is a 
concern for you. 
 

Extreme Circumstances 
The University reserves the right to change the dates and deadlines for any or all courses in 
extreme circumstances (e.g., severe weather, labour disruptions, etc.). Changes will be 
communicated through regular McMaster communication channels, such as McMaster Daily 
News, A2L and/or McMaster email. 

Students in the BScN program must also refer to program specific policies and procedures, 
which are found in the Undergraduate Nursing Education Program Handbook. This Handbook is 
located in A2L in the student resource section of the course. Ensure you are familiar with this 
document, including the following important policies: 
 

 Attendance Expectations, Policies and Procedures 

 Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities Policy 

 Academic Integrity Policy 

 Discrimination, Harassment & Sexual Harassment: Prevention & Response 

 Faculty of Health Science Professional Behaviour Code of Conduct for Learners 

 Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities 

 Student Appeal Procedures 

 McMaster University Grading Scale 

 BScN Program Viewing Final Exams Policy 

 Electronic Communication Policy 

 Professional Appearance Policy (for Professional Practice courses) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


