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NURSING 2MM3 
Nursing Concepts in Health & Illness I 

Fall 2021 
 
Course Description: 
This course uses person-based learning within a problem-based approach in which students will 
expand their knowledge of core nursing concepts and inter-professional health care content to 
individuals and families. Through critical thinking they will enhance their ability to critique and 
apply that knowledge.  
 
Virtual synchronous class, three hours; one term. 
Pre-requisite(s): registration in Level II of the BScN Program, N1F03 and N1G03.  
 
Course Ends-in-View: 
Using care scenarios, students explore the concepts of diversity, change, inter-professional 
teamwork, family and advocacy. Their knowledge of the nurse as a professional and clinician is 
expanded. In addition, an understanding of everyday ethics and evidence informed decision 
making are further developed and demonstrated through assignments and weekly group 
tutorials. Students continue to demonstrate professionalism as evident with their professional 
engagement. Professional communication and confidentiality are expected in all interactions.  
 
Overview of Approach to Teaching and Learning: 
Curricular Themes – Domains of Learning for Term 1 

1. Personhood and Caring – Being, Becoming and Belonging 
2. Context, Health and Healing – Acting Like a Nurse 
3. Learning and Knowing – Knowing 

 
Tutorial Groups 
This 3-hour virtual class will utilize a person-based focus within the context of a problem-based 
methodology (PBL/PBL). Synchronous learning occurs within the larger tutorial groups, as well as 
in small breakout groups. Small group work is an essential component of this course. Through 
the process of group work and peer assessment, students develop their roles as professionals. 
Group discussions help students learn to justify their ideas, resolve disagreements, and 
understand new perspectives. Students are expected to participate equally and to collaborate to 
create the best possible learning experience.  
 
Care Scenarios 
Concepts from nursing, EIDM, and the concurrent pathophysiology course are embedded in the 
care scenarios. With some topics, there is more than one care scenario to initiate the PBL 
process. Theoretical concepts will be explored and discussed within the context of the care 
scenarios. Learning enhancements such as technology and Standardized Patients will be utilized 
as part of the learning process. The nursing care scenarios are timed to coincide with the 
HTHSCI 2LA2 pathophysiology modules so that the concepts can be integrated.  
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Students will be completing EIDM online modules as part of this course. The tutor will facilitate 
integration of the EIDM concepts that are covered in the online modules and complete the 
structured EIDM learning activity with their groups. Students are expected to have completed 
the relevant EIDM module and worksheet prior to taking it up in tutorial. 
 
The development of clinical reasoning skills will be supported throughout the implementation 
of the PBL/PBL framework for each of the care scenarios. Clinical reasoning is “the processes by 
which nurses and other clinicians make their judgments, and includes both the deliberative 
process of generating alternatives, weighing them against the evidence, and choosing the most 
appropriate” (Tanner, 2006, p. 204-205).   
 
Student Role and Responsibilities  
In this course, the teaching and learning methodology is PBL coupled with a person-centered 
approach to patient care. Each student has an active role to play in both small and large group 
learning. Discussion in a PBL course is a dynamic process. Students learn to collaborate by 
building upon each other’s ideas, challenging various assumptions and debating the meaning of 
concepts. Students are required to arrive on time and attend class in order to be involved in 
these activities. In addition, there is a responsibility to be prepared and actively engaged in all 
tutorial activities. Students are encouraged to seek and provide constructive feedback to one 
another throughout the course. 
 
Students should refer to the BScN Handbook for the missed work guidelines and late 
submission policy. Deadlines are to be met for all evaluative measures in the course.  
 
Faculty Tutor Roles and Responsibilities  
The tutor will ensure key concepts/content are addressed for each scenario and nursing 
concept class. The tutor will integrate concepts from the related pathophysiology modules that 
apply to the chosen care scenario. Tutors will share the care scenario learning aims and 
required readings. The tutor will share information and lead a class discussion related to 
nursing ethics, family assessment and critical appraisal of qualitative research.  
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Evaluation Measures 
 

Evaluation Component Weighting in Relation to  
Final Course Grade 

Date Due  

Ethical Decision-Making 
Scholarly Paper 

30% Week 4 

Critical Appraisal of 
Qualitative Study  

20% Week 9 

Classroom Engagement 10% Week 6 – Formative Feedback 
Week 12 – Summative Feedback  

Nursing and EIDM 
Concepts Exam 

40% During the Registrar scheduled 
exam period  

 
Note: To pass the course students must receive an overall minimum grade of C- on graded 
assessments as indicated in the McMaster University Undergraduate Calendar. Grades are not 
official until released from the Office of the Registrar. Assignments are to be submitted to the 
appropriate Avenue to Learn assignment folder no later than the beginning of class on the date 
in which the assignment is due.  
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Required Learning Resources 
 

Cullum, N., Ciliska, D., Haynes, R. B., & Marks, S. (2008). Evidence-based nursing: An               
 introduction. Blackwell. 

 
Lewis, S. L., Bucher, L., Heitkemper, M. M., Harding, M., Barry, M., Lok, J., Tyerman, J., & 

 Goldworthy, S. (Eds.) (2019). Medical-surgical nursing in Canada:  Assessment and 
 management of clinical problems (4th Canadian Ed.). Elsevier. 

 
Potter, P. A., Perry, A. G., Stockert, P. Hall, A. M., Astle, B. J., & Duggleby, W. (2019). Canadian 

fundamentals of nursing (6th ed.). Elsevier. 
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University and BScN Program Policies and Procedures 
 
The University has defined its expectations of students in both the academic and non-academic 
life of the University community.  Policies that govern these practices can be found on the 
Undergraduate Academic Calendar or on the University website  
https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/university-policies-procedures-guidelines/. 
As policies are reviewed and revised on a regular basis, students are responsible for checking 
the Policies, Procedures and Guidelines section of the University website for the most up-to-
date information (adapted from the Undergraduate Calendar, 2021-2022). 
 
Conduct Expectations 

As a McMaster student, you have the right to experience, and the responsibility to 
demonstrate, respectful and dignified interactions within all of our living, learning and 
working communities. These expectations are described in the Code of Student Rights & 
Responsibilities (the “Code”). All students share the responsibility of maintaining a positive 
environment for the academic and personal growth of all McMaster community members, 
whether in person or online. 

It is essential that students be mindful of their interactions online, as the Code remains in 
effect in virtual learning environments.  The Code applies to any interactions that adversely 
affect, disrupt, or interfere with reasonable participation in University activities. Student 
disruptions or behaviours that interfere with university functions on online platforms (e.g., 
use of Avenue 2 Learn, WebEx or Zoom for delivery), will be taken very seriously and will be 
investigated. Outcomes may include restriction or removal of the involved students’ access 
to these platforms. 

Copyright and Recording 

Students are advised that lectures, demonstrations, performances, and any other course 
material provided by an instructor include copyright protected works. The Copyright Act 
and copyright law protect every original literary, dramatic, musical and artistic work, 
including lectures by University instructors. 

The recording of lectures, tutorials, or other methods of instruction may occur during a 
course. Recording may be done by either the instructor for the purpose of authorized 
distribution, or by a student for the purpose of personal study. Students should be aware 
that their voice and/or image may be recorded by others during the class. Please speak 
with the instructor if this is a concern for you. 

Extreme Circumstances 

The University reserves the right to change the dates and deadlines for any or all courses in 
extreme circumstances (e.g., severe weather, labour disruptions, etc.). Changes will be 
communicated through regular McMaster communication channels, such as McMaster 
Daily News, A2L and/or McMaster email. 
 

https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/university-policies-procedures-guidelines/
https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/app/uploads/Code-of-Student-Rights-and-Responsibilities.pdf
https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/app/uploads/Code-of-Student-Rights-and-Responsibilities.pdf


N2MM3 Course Outline 2021-2022 

Page 6 of 6 
 

 
Students in the BScN program must also refer to program specific policies and procedures, 
which are found in the Undergraduate Nursing Education Program Handbook.  This Handbook is 
located in A2L in the student resource section of the course. Ensure you are familiar with this 
document, including the following important policies:      

 Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities Policy 
 Academic Integrity Policy 
 Attendance Expectations, Policies and Procedures 
 BScN Program Viewing Final Exams Policy 
 Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities 
 Discrimination, Harassment & Sexual Harassment: Prevention & Response 
 Electronic Communication Policy 
 Faculty of Health Science Professional Behaviour Code of Conduct for Learners 
 Professional Appearance Policy (for Professional Practice courses) 
 Student Appeal Procedures 

 

Students with Academic Accommodations: 
Students registered with SAS (McMaster and Mohawk sites) or Accessibility Services (Conestoga 
site) are required to make an appointment with the course instructor within the first 3 weeks of 
classes to discuss their accommodation needs throughout the term. 
 
Accommodations, including the pre-booking of scheduled exams, must be initiated and organized 
by the student. If a student fails to make such arrangements, they will be required to follow the 
same process as all other students seeking relief from missed work or the writing of a deferred 
exam. 
 

The instructor reserves the right to modify elements of the course and will notify students 

appropriately, either in class or on Avenue to Learn (McMaster Undergraduate Course 

Management Policy, 2014). 

 

ONLINE PROCTORING   
This course may use online proctoring software for tests and exams. This software may require 
students to turn on their video camera, present identification, monitor and record their 
computer activities, and/or lock/restrict their browser or other applications/software during 
tests or exams. This software may be required to be installed before the test/exam 
begins.  Students will be given instructions for proctoring software that will be used for 
evaluations.  
 

 


