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NURSING N2L03 
Professional Nursing Practice II 

Fall 2021 
 
Course Description: 
This course is an applied professional practice course. Students begin to learn how to think as a 
nurse while learning about the nursing profession, the self, the patient population, and the 
individual (as person and patient), while noticing and gathering cues and information, 
recognizing patterns, and interpreting data, responding by determining a course of action and 
reflecting on their actions and learning. Students transition to nursing practice communities to 
provide care for patients and their families under direct supervision of a faculty tutor. Students 
expand their understanding of internal and external contextual influences on the health of 
individuals and families at the micro and macro level. 
 
This course consists of 106 hours including eight hours per week in the professional practice 
community and 5 two-hour labs one term. This course is evaluated on a Pass/Fail basis. 
Pre-requisite(s): Nursing WHMIS 1A00, N1G03, N1J02; Normally to be taken concurrently with 
N2MM3.  
 
Course Ends-in-View: 
In the Level II Professional Practice course, students focus on being a novice nursing student to 
provide safe care to patients in care settings. Students begin to build confidence as beginning 
clinicians with a focus on person-centred care. In simulation and professional practice 
experiences, students begin to apply multiple ways of knowing and evidence-informed 
decision-making to understand the meaning of thinking like a nurse and becoming a scholar. 
Students demonstrate growth as a developing professional, through knowing the nursing 
profession, knowing the self, knowing the patient population, knowing the individual as person 
and noticing patient cues. Professional relationships with patients, their families and other 
healthcare professionals are developed through collaboration, engagement in therapeutic 
communication, advocacy, and the formation of therapeutic relationships. Application of 
concepts, theories and knowledge from supporting courses enhances student awareness of the 
influence of diversity on patient health perceptions and their ability to engage in patient 
education. Students apply critical inquiry skills and begin to develop clinical reasoning as they 
coordinate care and perform basic nursing actions. Reflection on nursing actions and on 
learning promotes personal knowing and growth towards becoming a nurse. 
 
Overview of Approach to Teaching and Learning: 
Students work in groups in simulated professional practice labs and within professional practice 
communities. In N2L03 students are expected to apply their knowledge and nursing actions 
learned in Level I as they transition to a professional practice community. Additional 
therapeutic communication and nursing action development is guided by the principles of 
evidence-informed decision making in class and in professional practice settings. Simulation 
experiences focus on developing student abilities to think critically and act as a nurse. Learning 
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and actions are based on patient narratives where students apply critical inquiry concepts from 
Level I to begin the development of clinical reasoning/clinical judgment. 
 
Professional Practice Evaluation: 
Professional practice lab delivery may vary at each site and may be evaluated by faculty assigned 
to the lab component and those teaching in the agency, each contributing to the student 
evaluation. Students and tutors are expected to complete and discuss the Professional Practice 
Evaluation Tool at midterm to identify progress in meeting the course ends in view, and at the 
end of term to identify if the student has met the course ends in view. Students are expected to 
evaluate themselves and tutors are expected to evaluate each student according to the following 
themes on the Professional Practice Evaluation Tool: 
 

 Personhood and Caring 
 Context, Health and Healing 
 Learning and Knowing 
 

Professional practice performance (in professional practice lab and in practice settings) and all 
course components (e.g., clinical reasoning professional practice worksheet, reflections, and 
learning plans) contribute to, and fall under the umbrella of the Professional Practice Evaluation 
Tool. The student must meet and achieve all expected professional practice ends in view to pass 
the course. Students submit Midterm and Final self-evaluations to drop box in Avenue to Learn 
(A2L). The tutor uploads the Midterm and Final Tutor Evaluations and publishes the tutor 
evaluation on A2L in the student dropbox. 
 
Please see the detailed descriptions for each evaluation method in the course manual, along 
with the following summary.  
 
Note: All evaluation components must be evaluated as satisfactory for a student to pass the 
course.  
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Evaluation Measures 
 

Method Due Date Notes 

Medication Quiz 
Pass/Fail (PASS = 
100%) 

Following Medication 
Administration content  

Students must receive 100% to pass the 
quiz and must pass the quiz prior to the 
end of term. Students are not able to 
administer medications in the 
professional practice setting until they 
have passed the quiz. 

Reflections #1 Week 3 
(OR the week after your 
first clinical experience) 
#2 Week 11 

Focus on Experiential Knowing. See 
detailed section on reflections in the 
course manual. 

Clinical Reasoning 
Worksheets  

See outline in course 
manual 
 

3 over the course of the term. 
Starting Week 3 or 4 worksheets are to be 
completed over the term – see Clinical 
Reasoning Worksheet Expectations in the 
course manual.  

Learning Plan Draft Week 4 
Final Evidences Week 10 

The learning plan is a working document 
to be used by the student and tutor to 
identify learning questions and learning 
opportunities. All students must complete 
a learning plan. See Learning Plan Guide.  

Professional 
Practice Skill 
Evaluation 

Week 8 or 9 The professional practice assessment will 

evaluate new skills and assessments 

learned in the lab. Students will have a 

patient scenario to review and respond to 

with appropriate nursing care in a set 

amount of time. 

Professional 
Practice Evaluation 
Tool 

Midterm - Week 6 or 7 
Final - Last week of 
Professional Practice 
experience 

As noted above, all of the listed 

evaluation methods, learning activities, 

and professional practice experiences 

contribute to the professional practice 

evaluation. Students must meet all ends-

in-view and pass all evaluation methods 

to pass the course. 
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Required Learning Resources 
 

Clinical Skills: Essentials Collection-1st ed. 
 
Lewis, S. L., Heitkemper, M. M., Bucher, L., Harding, M. M., Barry, M. A., Lok, J., Tyerman, J., & 
 Goldsworthy, S. (Eds.) (2019). Medical-surgical nursing in Canada: Assessment and 
 management of clinical problems (4th Canadian Ed), Elsevier Canada. 
 
Nursing Skills Online 4.0 to accompany Canadian Fundamentals of Nursing, Canadian Edition, 
 6th Edition.   
 
Potter, P. A., Perry, A. G., Stockert, P. Hall, A. M., Astle, B. J., & Duggleby, W. (2019). Canadian 

fundamentals of nursing (6th ed.). Elsevier Mosby. 
 
Skidmore-Roth, L. (2020). Mosby’s Canadian nursing drug reference. 
 Elsevier Mosby. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



N2L03 Course Outline 2021-2022 

Page 5 of 6 
 

University and BScN Program Policies and Procedures 
 
The University has defined its expectations of students in both the academic and non-academic 
life of the University community.  Policies that govern these practices can be found on the 
Undergraduate Academic Calendar or on the University website 
http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy.  As policies are reviewed and revised on a regular basis, 
students are responsible for checking the Policies, Procedures and Guidelines section of the 
University website for the most up-to-date information (adapted from the Undergraduate 
Calendar, 2020-21). 
 
Conduct Expectations 

As a McMaster student, you have the right to experience, and the responsibility to 
demonstrate, respectful and dignified interactions within all of our living, learning and 
working communities. These expectations are described in the Code of Student Rights & 
Responsibilities (the “Code”). All students share the responsibility of maintaining a positive 
environment for the academic and personal growth of all McMaster community members, 
whether in person or online. 

It is essential that students be mindful of their interactions online, as the Code remains in 
effect in virtual learning environments.  The Code applies to any interactions that adversely 
affect, disrupt, or interfere with reasonable participation in University activities. Student 
disruptions or behaviours that interfere with university functions on online platforms (e.g., 
use of Avenue 2 Learn, WebEx or Zoom for delivery), will be taken very seriously and will be 
investigated. Outcomes may include restriction or removal of the involved students’ access 
to these platforms. 

Copyright and Recording 

Students are advised that lectures, demonstrations, performances, and any other course 
material provided by an instructor include copyright protected works. The Copyright Act 
and copyright law protect every original literary, dramatic, musical and artistic work, 
including lectures by University instructors 

The recording of lectures, tutorials, or other methods of instruction may occur during a 
course. Recording may be done by either the instructor for the purpose of authorized 
distribution, or by a student for the purpose of personal study. Students should be aware 
that their voice and/or image may be recorded by others during the class. Please speak 
with the instructor if this is a concern for you. 

Extreme Circumstances 

The University reserves the right to change the dates and deadlines for any or all courses in 
extreme circumstances (e.g., severe weather, labour disruptions, etc.). Changes will be 
communicated through regular McMaster communication channels, such as McMaster 
Daily News, A2L and/or McMaster email. 
 

https://fhshc.csu.mcmaster.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=PuCzKiQBSuPEnY4TI5oB_6fHiksFyLoQ7GhzWT2VVrD_dYJuB_TVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mcmaster.ca%2fpolicy
https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/app/uploads/Code-of-Student-Rights-and-Responsibilities.pdf
https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/app/uploads/Code-of-Student-Rights-and-Responsibilities.pdf
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Students in the BScN program must also refer to program specific policies and procedures, 
which are found in the Undergraduate Nursing Education Program Handbook.  This Handbook is 
located in A2L in the student resource section of the course. Ensure you are familiar with this 
document, including the following important policies:      

 Attendance Expectations, Policies and Procedures 
 Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities Policy 
 Academic Integrity Policy 
 Discrimination, Harassment & Sexual Harassment: Prevention & Response 
 Faculty of Health Science Professional Behaviour Code of Conduct for Learners 
 Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities 
 Student Appeal Procedures 
 BScN Program Viewing Final Exams Policy 
 Electronic Communication Policy 
 Professional Appearance Policy (for Professional Practice courses) 

 

Students with Academic Accommodations: 
Students registered with SAS (McMaster and Mohawk sites) or Accessibility Services (Conestoga 
site) are required to make an appointment with the course instructor within the first 3 weeks of 
classes to discuss their accommodation needs throughout the term. 
 
Accommodations, including the pre-booking of scheduled exams, must be initiated and organized 
by the student. If a student fails to make such arrangements, they will be required to follow the 
same process as all other students seeking relief from missed work or the writing of a deferred 
exam. 
 

The instructor reserves the right to modify elements of the course and will notify students 

appropriately, either in class or on Avenue to Learn (McMaster Undergraduate Course 

Management Policy, 2014). 

 


