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HEALTH SCIENCES 4NR3 - INTRODUCTION TO NURSING RESEARCH 

Course Description 

This introductory research course enables students to review the research process from 

previous course work and apply the various components to a research project.  

Learning Outcomes 

Students are exposed to learning what a researcher needs to know in order to generate 

research questions and search for answers to the questions. Students work in small groups and 

collaborate with their peers and the Research Tutor to complete a research project during the 

research practicum. Exposure to creating knowledge assists students to understand the nurse’s 

role in knowledge generation.  As ethical understanding is an integral part of nursing practice, 

students have further opportunities to increase knowledge and skills relating to ethical practice, 

both in class room work and during the research practicum.  As knowledge translation is an 

integral part of the research process, students learn about strategies for effective dissemination 

of nursing research.  Students learn what their research roles could be as beginning nurses and 

what research possibilities exist for experienced nurses.  

Course Format 

In the first part of the term (first five weeks), students will engage in 3 hours of learning, which 

and will consist of the independent review of a 1 hour long (approx.) lecture capture followed 

by 2 hours of in-class online learning. Students are expected to review the posted weekly 

lecture captures and in-class activities and do the required readings prior to attending the 

online weekly classes, in order to come to class prepared to discuss the unit content and 

participate in the activities. 

Learning Resource: 

Polit & Beck (2019). Canadian Essentials of Nursing Research (4th Edition).  Kevin Woo (Editor). 
Wolters Kluwer Publishers. Philidelphia, PA 19103.  [Available in bookstore] 

Required Articles: Articles have been selected to augment the text book readings in specific 

areas (e.g., reviews, qualitative description, interpretive description, mixed methods, quality 

improvement).  
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HTH SCI 4NR3 EVALUATION MEASURES 

Components of the final grade are:                                                                              

1. Midterm Multiple Choice Exam (individual evaluation) - 40%                                              

2. In-Class Performance (individual evaluation, first 5 weeks) – 5%  

3. Research Proposal (group evaluation) - 30 % 

4. Practicum Performance (individual evaluation, last 6 weeks) – 10% 

5. Research Dissemination Assignment - Oral Presentation (group evaluation) - 15 % 

There is no extra credit in HTHSCI 4NR3. Final grades will not be curved, there are no extra 

credit activities. Issues related to grades posted on A2L must be reported to the course 

instructor before the final exam is written. 

The instructor reserves the right to modify elements of the course and will notify students 
accordingly either in class or on Avenue to Learn (McMaster Undergraduate Course 
Management Policy, 2018).  

Midterm Multiple Choice Exam (Individual Evaluation Measure) (40%) 

An in class multiple choice exam will take place at midterm. This exam will be based on the 
content from the first five weeks of classes. See the course schedule for exact date. NOTE: You 
MUST HAVE submitted completion of modules certificate before you are permitted to write 
the midterm. 

In-Class Performance (Individual Evaluation Measure) (5%) 

Each student will participate in the in-class online sessions during the first five weeks of the 

course. The Research Tutor will evaluate the student’s performance. See the In-Class 

Performance Evaluation Form for the criteria that will be used in judging the student’s 

performance. 

Research Proposal (Group Evaluation Measure) (30%) 

Each student research group will be responsible for developing a research proposal that 

describes the research activities and plan for completion of the research project. The Research 

Tutor will evaluate each proposal using the Research Proposal Evaluation Form.  The deadline 

for submission is on the course schedule.  

Research Practicum Performance (Individual Evaluation Measure) (10%) 

Each student will participate in the research practicum. The Research Tutor will evaluate the 

student’s performance in the practicum related to their knowledge of the research and 
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completion of negotiated research activities, communication skills and professional behaviour.  

See the Research Practicum Evaluation Form for the criteria that will be used in judging the 

student’s performance. For this course, all work hours are to be completed in the allotted 

number of weeks. If the student chooses to work more hours, it is entirely at his/her discretion 

and not a course requirement.   

Research Dissemination Assignment - Oral Presentation (Group Evaluation Measure) (15%) 

Each student research group will develop an oral presentation to disseminate their findings.  

The Research Tutor will evaluate the presentations using the Oral Presentation Evaluation 

Form. The date and time for the oral presentations is on the Course Schedule. 

 

Responsibility for Grade Submission: 

All grades are submitted to the Curriculum Assistant, Michelle Buchner- mbuch@mcmaster.ca 

 At midterm, the Research Tutor is responsible for submitting the midterm exam and 

in-class performance results for each student.  

 The Research Tutor is responsible for submitting grades for the following 3 evaluation 

measures for the last six weeks of the course: 1) research proposal, 2) research 

practicum performance, and 3) oral presentation. Grades are to be submitted in 

numerical format. All grades must be submitted at as soon as possible after the oral 

presentations session, but no later than April 21 to complete student records for this 

term. Grades are not final until posted by the Registrar's Office. 

 
Time Commitments for Research Activities 
 
Time commitments are variable; however, a minimum of 24 hours to a maximum of 30 hours 

are to be spent in “hands-on” research activities.  The time commitment for the practicum is 

purposely designed to be flexible to accommodate the various projects. The research activities 

will be led by the Research Tutor.  Students will have the opportunity to participate in a 

multitude of activities including developing research questions and designing research studies, 

collecting data through interview, focus group and survey methodology, and analyzing data.  

Student must participate in the mandatory in-class activities (3 hours per week) and are also 

expected to complete research work on their own outside his/her time to meet the practicum 

time commitment. 

ROLE OF THE 4NR3 STUDENT 
In order to meet course objectives each student is expected to: 
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 Become familiar with and make use of the HTHSCI 4NR3 Course Outline & Manual. 

 Abide by the 2020-2021 BScN Undergraduate Nursing Education Program Handbook 
regarding Guidelines for Attendance in Courses, Assignment Submissions and Policy on 
Late Papers. 

 Read preparatory material prior to large/small group sessions, research team meetings 
and research activities in the research practicum. 

 Negotiate research project activities with the research team. 

 Complete two online ethics tutorials: The Ethical Conduct for Research Involving 
Humans (TCPS) tutorial and the Tutorial for Conducting Retrospective Record Reviews.  
Provide evidence of completion before you are permitted to write the midterm. 

 Facilitate a balance between his/her own learning needs and the needs of the research 
project in which s/he becomes involved. 

 Complete all required assignments as specified in this 4NR3 Course Manual. 

 Meet the course deadlines.  
 

ROLE OF THE RESEARCH TUTOR 

The Research Tutor is responsible for providing the student with an opportunity to actively 

participate in a project by: 

 walking her/him through the major aspects/steps of the research process (question, 
design, present state of knowledge, instrumentation, analysis) as they relate to your 
project. 

 negotiating with the student for a reasonable role that s/he can take within the project, 
which provides a service to the project and a learning experience for the student. 

 reviewing the student’s Research Activity Log periodically to ensure the student is 
getting and tracking practicum hours (Note: the Research Activity Log is not a marked 
assignment but is a tool to assure enough hours are experienced.  It is the responsibility 
of  students to maintain their Research Activity Log accurately). 

 informing the student(s) early in the term if you are not available to assist students for a 
specified time, and who will be covering for you. 

 evaluating the student’s performance in the research practicum. 

 communicating with the Curricular Lead (Dr. Kathryn Fisher) in a timely manner 
regarding any difficulities or general feedback about the experience. 

 grading and providing timely feedback on students’ proposals, research performance 
and oral presentations. 
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Online Proctoring 

This course may use online proctoring software for the midterm exam.. This software may 
require students to turn on their video camera, present identification, monitor and record their 
computer activities, and/or lock/restrict their browser or other applications/software during 
the exam. This software may be required to be installed before the exam begins. 
 

University and BScN Program Policies and Procedures 

The University has defined its expectations of students in both the academic and non-academic 
life of the University community.  Policies that govern these practices can be found on the 
Undergraduate Academic Calendar or on the University website 
http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy.  As policies are reviewed and revised on a regular basis, 
students are responsible for checking the Policies, Procedures and Guidelines section of the 
University website for the most up-to-date information (adapted from the Undergraduate 
Calendar, 2021-2022). 

Conduct Expectations 

As a McMaster student, you have the right to experience, and the responsibility to 
demonstrate, respectful and dignified interactions within all of our living, learning and 
working communities. These expectations are described in the Code of Student Rights & 
Responsibilities (the “Code”). All students share the responsibility of maintaining a positive 
environment for the academic and personal growth of all McMaster community members, 
whether in person or online. 

It is essential that students be mindful of their interactions online, as the Code remains in 
effect in virtual learning environments.  The Code applies to any interactions that adversely 
affect, disrupt, or interfere with reasonable participation in University activities. Student 
disruptions or behaviours that interfere with university functions on online platforms (e.g. 
use of Avenue 2 Learn, WebEx or Zoom for delivery), will be taken very seriously and will be 
investigated. Outcomes may include restriction or removal of the involved students’ access 
to these platforms. 

Copyright and Recording 

Students are advised that lectures, demonstrations, performances, and any other course 
material provided by an instructor include copyright protected works. The Copyright Act 
and copyright law protect every original literary, dramatic, musical and artistic work, 
including lectures by University instructors 

The recording of lectures, tutorials, or other methods of instruction may occur during a 
course. Recording may be done by either the instructor for the purpose of authorized 
distribution, or by a student for the purpose of personal study. Students should be aware 
that their voice and/or image may be recorded by others during the class. Please speak 
with the instructor if this is a concern for you. 

https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/app/uploads/Code-of-Student-Rights-and-Responsibilities.pdf
https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/app/uploads/Code-of-Student-Rights-and-Responsibilities.pdf
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Extreme Circumstances 
The University reserves the right to change the dates and deadlines for any or all courses in 

extreme circumstances (e.g., severe weather, labour disruptions, etc.). Changes will be 

communicated through regular McMaster communication channels, such as McMaster Daily 

News, A2L and/or McMaster email 

The University has defined its expectations of students in both the academic and non-academic 

life of the University community.  Policies that govern these practices can be found on the 

Undergraduate Academic Calendar or on the University 

website http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy.  As policies are reviewed and revised on a regular 

basis, students are responsible for checking the Policies, Procedures and Guidelines section of 

the University website for the most up-to-date information (adapted from the Undergraduate 

Calendar, 2021-2022). 

Students in the BScN program must also refer to program specific policies and procedures, 

which are found in the 2021-2022 Undergraduate Nursing Education Program Handbook.  This 

Handbook is located in A2L in the student resource section of the course. Ensure you are 

familiar with this document, including the following important policies:     

 Attendance Expectations, Policies and Procedures 

 Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities Policy 

 Academic Integrity Policy 

 Discrimination, Harassment & Sexual Harassment: Prevention & Response 

 Faculty of Health Science Professional Behaviour Code of Conduct for Learners 

 Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities 

 Student Appeal Procedures 

 McMaster University Grading Scale  

 BScN Program Viewing Final Exams Policy 

 Electronic Communication Policy 

 Professional Appearance Policy (for Professional Practice courses) 

 Turnitin.com 

 Request for Relief for Missed Academic Work (MSAF) 
 

http://www.mcmaster.ca/policy

