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“As soon as I started Nursing at McMaster, my 
friends, family, and colleagues have been asking me 
how it’s going. I tell them it’s hard, but I am exactly 
where I need to be. This award will be fuel for my 
journey as I work towards the goals of my career as 
a nurse and an ally. I want to help foster the 
relationship between Nursing and the community 
by evoking engagement and change. I plan to 
continue to show dedication open-mindedness, and 
empathy in my daily practice. I would like to thank 
my PBL instructor from the 2020-2021 academic 
year, Yvonne Lawlor, for nominating me for this 
award. Yvonne introduced me to the PBL process 
and the heart of Nursing at McMaster. I am 
absolutely honoured to be recognized amongst my 
colleagues, and excited to contribute to the future 
of Nursing. ”

Izabella 
Achkewich

Recipient of

The Recognition Award
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Courtney 
Adourian

Recipient of
The Recognition 

Award

"I am incredibly honoured and grateful that someone believes 
I am deserving of the recognition award. This award is a 
pleasant reminder that your efforts never go unnoticed. As I 
enter the nursing profession, this award will serve as a 
reminder that going the extra mile for my patients can truly 
make an immeasurable difference in their lives. The dedication 
of my tutors, professors, preceptors, and family have made me 
the nurse I am today and for that, I will be forever grateful."
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“I feel very privileged to be considered for 
this award and honoured to have been 

selected to receive it. It came as a 
pleasant surprise for me and my family and I 

want to thank this committee for this 
recognition. I'm very passionate about 

Nursing and it is humbling to know my hard 
work has not gone unnoticed." Sarah  Al-

Juniaidi
Recipient of

The Recognition 
Award
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“The Dr. Ronald V. Joyce Awards for Athletes has 
greatly impacted my academic and athletic career 
at McMaster. I would like to extend a warm thank 
you to everyone who made winning this award 
possible. I could not have achieved such an award 
without support from the swim team and all 
supporting staff, as well as the amazing professors 
and tutors within the School of Nursing. Athletics 
and academics are my greatest joys in life and it is 
incredibly meaningful to receive validation for 
doing the things you love and try so hard to 
succeed in. This award has impacted my path to 
becoming a nurse as it has alieved some financial 
stress, which permitted me to focus more on being 
a committed and caring learner and nurse.”

Heather Aylward

Recipient of

The Dr. Ronald V. Joyce 
Awards for Athletes
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“I was so excited, surprised and thrilled when 
I heard that I was the recipient of the Donald 
Lavigne Memorial Scholarship Award.   It was 
so encouraging and rewarding to see my hard 
work in my year of studies pay off.  Thank you 
so much  to the people and/or organization 
who donated the funds to help me fulfil my 
dreams of becoming a Registered Nurse!  I 
greatly appreciate your kindness. Thank you 
for putting this together.”

Maggie Jane 
Billings

Recipient of

The Donald Lavigne 
Memorial Scholarship 

Award
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“Thank you for the honour of receiving The 
Donald Lavigne Memorial Scholarship. I owe 
my friends and family for their love and 
support as I pursue my BScN, which has 
allowed achieve academic success. I especially 
want to thank the donors. Their generosity 
and support are a great asset in my nursing 
journey, and I am very grateful.”

Erica Birch

Recipient of

The Donald Lavigne 
Memorial Scholarship 

Award
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“When I found out I had won the award, I was 
ecstatic! This award meant so much to me 
because it highlighted the hard work and 
effort that I put into this program and the 
patients that I care for. It also gave me 
financial stability that allowed me to continue 
to work hard and focus on becoming a great 
nurse. I appreciate it more than you could 
know!”

Charlize 
Breukelman

Recipient of

The Clara I. Elman 
Scholarship Award
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“When I found out I won this award, I was 
overwhelmed with feelings of joy and 

accomplishment! As I journey along the path 
to becoming a nurse, this award will stand as 

my reminder to show leadership and 
determination in all situations that come my 
way. I would like to thank my clinical tutors 

who have been amazing mentors throughout 
my schooling, while helping me grow as a 

person, leader and nurse. “

Evelyn 
Bannerman 

Brown
Recipient of

The Recognition Award
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“When I found out I was the recipient for this 
award I felt extremely grateful and honored. 
The nursing program has not only introduced 
me to some incredible teachers and peers, 
but it has also allowed me to truly find myself. 
It feels like a dream to be able to truly enjoy 
going into work each day. Being the recipient 
of the Recognition Award is something that I 
will carry with me through the entirety of my 
nursing career as I continue to learn and grow 
as a Registered Nurse. I am not certain who 
nominated me for this award, but I truly want 
to thank all my teachers, mentors and 
preceptors that have helped shape me into 
the person I am today.”

Kristy Censner 
Recipient of

The Recognition Award
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“It was such an honour receiving notification that I was 
the recipient of the Krista Lynn Cantwell Memorial 
Scholarship Award. Like any student, I often felt 
overwhelmed with the stressors that come along with 
school and would fall into a lack of confidence or doubt 
my abilities. Receiving this award provided me with the 
reassurance I needed that I was where I belonged and 
allowed me to gain further confidence in my 
knowledge and skills. It also feels wonderful being 
recognized in regard to the passion I try to exemplify 
for nursing in my patient care throughout my 
professional practice, and this award provides me with 
additional encouragement that I am on track to 
becoming a compassionate and resilient RN. I am very 
grateful for the generous donors of this award who 
continue to make students like myself feel recognized 
for their effort and passion for the practice of nursing.”

Sabrina 
Cianciosi

Recipient of

The Krista Lynn 
Cantwell Memorial 
Scholarship Award
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“I was very gracious and surprised when I found 
out I had received this scholarship award. It was 
unexpected, and I am so humbled as it will assist 

me towards my academic career goals. This 
award will help me continue my education 
dream to become a BScN prepared nurse in 
hopes that I will be able to give back to my 

community. Obtaining my BScN will also give me 
credentials that I will need to further my 

education in the future if I choose to pursue a 
master’s degree or nurse practitioner graduate 

certification. I would like to take the time to 
thank the gracious doners for awarding me this 

wonderful scholarship award as it truly does 
make difficult times a little easier so that my 

focus can remain on my studies and being 
successful in my program.”

Melissa 
Cranney

Recipient of

Roseanne Cerello-Lin 
Scholarship Award
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“What a surprise it was to be notified of being 
the recipient of a Recognition Award! To know 
someone took the time to nominate me for 
this award is truly heartwarming! I strive to 
always be compassionate, caring, and 
inclusive in my practice. It is incredibly special 
to be recognized for work I have done in the 
BScN program. It makes me believe that the 
work I do every day does not go unnoticed. I 
want to sincerely thank the person who 
nominated me for this award. It truly means 
the world!”

Tianna 
Cunningham

Recipient of

Recognition Award
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“I was honored and thrilled to hear that I was a 
recipient of the Clara I. Elman Scholarship. This 
scholarship has lightened my financial burden and 
made it possible for me to focus on learning the 
knowledge and skills necessary to become an 
efficient nurse. I felt humbled and vowed to work 
even harder and to give back to the community as a 
thank you to those who supported me in gaining 
this scholarship. I want to thank every person who 
made it possible for me to receive this award, I 
wouldn’t have gotten it without their support and 
unwavering confidence in my abilities. Finally, I 
would like to thank the School of Nursing for their 
generosity, this scholarship has gotten me one step 
closer to my career goals.”

Sarah Abdul 
Hannan Curtay

Recipient of

The Clara I. Elman 
Scholarship Award
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“When I found out that I won the awards, I was 
absolutely stunned and I started crying happy tears. I 
was at work, so I definitely baffled my 
co-workers/supervisor when I first found out.  As 
someone who has had to work multiple jobs 
throughout my undergrad and relies on financial aid to 
be able to pursue a degree, these awards truly mean so 
much to me. They have made my success through this 
program possible. “ “I would like to thank my friends, 
family, and all of the faculty that have supported me 
throughout my undergraduate journey. Without all of 
your help (and you know who you are!), this all would 
not have been possible. To you all, I am so grateful.”

Nicole Dan
Recipient of

The Clara I. Elman 
Scholarship Award

and 
The Janet McKnight 

Award
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"Thank you so much! Every day I am humbled 
and appreciative of the fact that we are able to 
make difference in the lives of those we care for 
in the clinical setting. This award motivates me 

to continue immersing myself in the studies and 
connections with clinical tutors and professors 

that will shape me into the best nurse I can 
be. On a broader scale, let this award be a 
testament to the hard work that goes into 

following our dreams, achieving our goals, and 
the life we wish for ourselves, as well as a 

brighter future for our communities. To those 
who made it possible, thank you for recognizing 
the importance of education, for continuously 
inspiring me to work towards my goals, and for 
recognizing me as the recipient of this award.”

Krassimir
Dechev

Recipient of

The Doris Rumball 
Scholarship Award
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“When I found out that I received this award, I 
was so honoured. I feel as though all of the 
efforts I have put into the BScN program have 
been noticed and valued by others. Thank you 
to everyone- friends, family, and faculty- who 
have made receiving this award possible. I 
couldn't have made it where I am today 
without your encouragement and support!” Taylor 

Edwards
Recipient of

Recognition Award
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“I was really happy when I found out I had 
earned this medal. I never knew such an 
award existed. This award reinforces the 
importance of working hard to achieve great 
things. I will ensure to apply the knowledge, 
skills, and judgment I've gained through my 
nursing education in my workplace. I would 
like to thank my parents (Edmond, Rima) for 
supporting me at home throughout my 
nursing education.”

Ramez Fares
Recipient of

The Provost's Honour Roll 
Medal
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"I am very grateful to receive the Gladys Irene 
Daniels Memorial Scholarship Award for 
recognition of my patient-cantered care 
throughout my professional practice. I am 
extremely appreciative of the generous 
donors that made this possible. This support 
has helped me achieve many goals 
throughout my studies and has encouraged 
me to continue even when there are 
obstacles in my path."

Katrina 
Fitzpatrick

Recipient of

The Gladys Irene Daniels 
Memorial Scholarship 

Award 
and 

The Clara I. Elman 
Scholarship
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"Receiving this award came a huge surprise to 
me, I was not expecting it at all. I feel honoured 
to be recognized for my achievements and hard 
work in the BScN Program alongside my peers"
"I would like to say thank you, thank you, thank 
you!! I truly would not have been successful 
within the BScN program without the support of 
my peers, friends and family. I would like to send 
a huge thank you to the donors and nursing 
community who made this possible. This award 
acknowledges all our late nights studying, long 
placement hours and hard work in the program, 
and now we get to start our journey as 
Registered Nurses!"

Miriam  
Friesen  

Recipient of

Recognition Award
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“Receiving a recognition award is the best way I 
could have imagined wrapping up level three.  After 
failing a course in level one, I made it a personal 
mission to put my absolute best into this program,  
and receiving an award like this is such an 
encouraging experience.   This is a highlight of my 
time spent in this program and I am very grateful.  
Thank you to all my teachers and clinical instructors 
for constantly bringing the best of me and making 
me want to be the best student and future nurse 
possible.”

Stephanie 
Furlong

Recipient of

The Recognition Award
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”I would like to thank my peers, colleagues, 
professors, preceptors and family for making 
my BScN journey so fulfilling. Throughout my 
nursing undergraduate career, I have 
developed a passion for research and 
emergency nursing, and hope to pursue both 
of these ventures in the future. I am ecstatic 
to receive this award and be recognized for 
my academic achievements. Thank you 
McMaster Nursing! ”

Samantha 
Gabriel

Recipient of

The Recognition Award
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“First I would like to say thank you to those involved 
in the nomination and selection process. It is an 
honour to be receiving this award alongside my 
dedicated peers. When I first found out I was 
slightly baffled as to why I was receiving 
something. Once I understood more about the 
award, I was honoured that someone thought to 
nominate me. The desire to learn and grow is 
essential in a dynamic profession such as 
nursing. This award will help serve as motivation to 
push me to continue learning, growing and asking 
questions throughout my schooling and 
professional career. Ultimately, this will help ensure 
quality care for all my patients by encouraging me 
to be the best nurse and team member I can be.”

Tatiana 
Gajcevic

Recipient of

The Recognition Award
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“When I won this award, I was in disbelief. I am so 
honoured that my teachers thought of me to be 
nominated and incredibly moved to be recognized for 
all that I put into nursing as a student. Being recognized 
for my efforts and dedication to nursing is the greatest 
gift I could receive. This award enabled me to focus 
more on my studies and showed me that I was doing 
the right things and headed in the right direction. It has 
given me motivation to continue striving to put my very 
best forward. 
I would like to thank the Cosmetic Surgery Clinic of 
Waterloo for their overwhelming generosity to the 
Conestoga-McMaster BScN program and would like to 
personally thank Dr. Robert Shenker for the 
opportunities that this award has provided. 
I am extraordinarily proud to be the recipient of the
Cosmetic Surgery Clinic of Waterloo Nursing 
Achievement Award!”

“

Hayley 
Giroux

Recipient of

The Cosmetic Surgery 
Clinical of Waterloo 

Nursing Achievement 
Award
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“I felt extremely honored and thankful to 
be a recipient of the Recognition Award for 

my achievements during the 2020/2021 
academic year. Despite the challenges 
that the COVID-19 pandemic brought 

upon professional practice placements 
and online schooling I gave my best 

efforts to be a leader to my fellow nursing 
peers at the hospital and over zoom. I am 
truly honored that my contributions and 
efforts within the nursing BScN program 

were recognized. Thank you.”

Dolores 
Granilo
Recipient of

The Recognition Award
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I

“I want to start by saying thank you to all my 
wonderful professors from first year, especially 
Nina Cavey who reignited my passion for justice 
and equity in her SDoH class! I also want to thank 
my Mum who would sit with me for hours helping 
me study for exams and my Tata who always 
believed in me. I'm thrilled to be awarded the 
Recognition Award for the 2020/2021 year and 
will continue to use this momentum to get me 
through the next two years! Although I have 
struggled in my personal life this past year, this 
award reminds me that I am capable of doing my 
best and becoming a successful nurse who 
consistently provides a high standard of care and 
leads with empathy and compassion! So thank 
you again!”

Alexandra  
Gumieniak

Recipient of
The Recognition 

Award
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"I wanted to thank the McMaster School of 
Nursing and the BScN Awards Committee for 
awarding me with the 2020-2021 Recognition 

Recipient award. I feel so honored and 
grateful when I found out I received this 

award, and I will continue to work hard to 
contribute in any way to the BScN program at 
McMaster. I would like to thank my family for 

being so supportive during my academic 
journey and my professors for creating an 

enriching learning environment despite the 
challenges of going virtual. Nursing has always 
been a lifelong dream of mine and I will strive 

the best nurse I can possibly be."

Connie 
Guo

Recipient of
The Recognition Award
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“I was thrilled when I found out that I won this 
award! I’ve always valued and continue to value 
hard work, and winning this award is the icing on 
the cake. I think nursing has taught me a valuable 
lesson about learning. Before, I strove for good 
marks to have the 90% on the top of my page. Now, 
I study so I know what to do and can help in any 
difficult medical situation, which as demonstrated 
here, pays off in the end. “  “I would like to thank 
those who donated to this award. I am eternally 
grateful for this contribution towards my education! 
I would also like to thank my loving family 
(especially my parents), my wonderful boyfriend 
Shawn, and my peers who have made the year so 
enjoyable. “When you love what you do you never 
work a day in your life”, cheers to that!”

Sydnee Hallett
Recipient of

The University Senate 
Scholarship
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"I feel incredibly honoured to have won The Marilyn 
Kelly Memorial Recipient Award. To be considered a 

student that demonstrates the values of 
professionalism, respect, and diligence inherent to 

the award by the BScN Awards Committee is a 
wonderful feeling and I will continue to strive to 

uphold these values in my future both as a student 
and as a nurse. I would like to extend a special 

thank you to Dianne Dal Bello for her guidance and 
mentorship as I entered my first year of the BScN 

program and for recognizing my potential and 
fostering my passion for the field of nursing. I would 

also like to extend my gratitude to my family and 
peers who made this possible for their unwavering 
support, positivity, and faith that I will achieve my 
goals even when I stumble along the way. Thank 

you!"

Nikola 
Huneault

Recipient of

Marilyn Kelly 
Memorial Award 
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“Receiving this award made me reflect on the 
self-growth I experienced throughout these 
past 4 years. I will use this as a reminder to 
always work hard and follow my ambitions 
even when they seem too big. Thank you to 
my family and friends for supporting me 
throughout this journey and helping make 
these achievements possible.“ 

Reegan
Jantzi
Recipient of

Recognition Award



School of Nursing 
Award Recipients 2020-2021

“Winning the award made me feel happy to 
have my educational efforts being validated 
and celebrated in a sense. It is easy to get 
overwhelmed by comparing yourself to your 
classmates and this served as recognition for 
my efforts and helped motivate me. This 
award will serve as motivation to keep striving 
for future learning opportunities and the 
financial aid helped me manage my schooling 
costs. Thank you so much to the Class of 1966 
for making this award possible and for helping 
me this year! 

Ashley Ji

Recipient of

The Class of 1966 
Nursing Scholarship 

Award



School of Nursing 
Awards Recipients 2020-2021

“When I got this award I was over the moon. 
Over the course of my undergraduate I have 
had the pleasure of receiving award and 
bursaries recognizing all my hard work, and 
this award was very much appreciated. Your 
generosity helped me to finish my nursing 
degree with less financial turmoil, and 
encouraged me to continue on a path of 
nursing excellence. I am thankful for your 
recognition of my achievements and hard 
work, and would like to thank you very 
much for your donation! God's blessings.” 
Sincerely, Nicola Kay, RN.

Nicola Isabel Kay

Recipient of

The Darren Lee Pratt 
Memorial Award
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“The best way I would describe my emotions when I 
found out I won would be one of jubilant gratitude.  I 
was happy that I’d been specifically chosen and 
recognized by my professors. I am also thankful for all 
those who helped make this possible in the first place.
This award will be a welcome benefactor to my nursing 
path. It not only provides me with a boosted 
confidence to overcome any challenges that lay ahead, 
but also reassures me that I am doing an alright job so 
far. Moreover, it also revitalizes and fortifies my 
eagerness to achieve the goal of becoming a better 
nurse.  I would like to say and convey a great thank you 
to everyone who was with me through and through, 
and in a way, the sentiments of this award are not just 
for me, but for all of you as well.”

Kyung-min 
Kim

Recipient of

Roseanne Cerello-Lin 
Scholarship Award
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“I would like to thank my professors, 
clinical instructors, and tutors for the 
continuous support and inspiration over 
the past four years. I truly appreciate your 
knowledge and wisdom that has positively 
influenced and guided my journey to 
becoming a nurse. ”

Dianne 
Klages
Recipient of

Recognition Award
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“I am grateful and so deeply humbled to be the 
recipient of this award! Any of my classmates would 
have been just as deserving, if not more. The many 
late nights spent encouraging and supporting each 
other while studying and discussing the material 
helped me gain a new perspective on so many 
things and helped shape me into the nurse I am 
today. Thank you to my work colleagues, who saw 
potential in me and encouraged and supported me 
when I doubted myself and my abilities. Thank you 
to my family, who put up with the long hours I spent 
studying. Last but not least, thank you to my 
teachers, clinical instructors, and preceptors, who 
fostered my love for nursing and nurtured my love 
for learning. Without all of you, without the time 
invested in my life and my education, I would not be 
where I am today!”

?

Rebecca 
Krebs  
Recipient of

Recognition Award
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“I am thrilled and beyond grateful to receive 
the Recognition Award. It is such an honour 

and surprise to be a candidate for this 
esteemed award. To my peers and clinical 

instructors, I would like to send a huge thank 
you for your continuous support during my 
nursing journey. I would also like to give a 

special thank you to my family as my success 
throughout my academic career would not 

have been possible without them :) “

Keshory
Kuhaparan

Recipient of
The Recognition Award
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“It felt great to find out I was receiving the 
Recognition Award for my achievements in 
the BScN program. It was a trying time to 
work as an RPN during the pandemic while 
studying full time and accelerating through 
the summer to finisha semester early! This 
award also marks the (temporary) end of 12 
year-long stretch of post-secondary studies -
super happy to have another reason to 
celebrate! ”

Anna Kwan
Recipient of

Recognition Award
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“I was truly thankful, and appreciative. I have 
had some great instructors, and classmates 
along this journey who have helped me to grow. 
It's an honour that has come at the best time.
This award is a reminder that I'm in the right 
field, and that despite any setbacks, I will keep 
on moving forward, working towards my goals.”
“I want to say thank you once again to those that 
made this award possible, and for this 
recognition. I believe I know who is responsible 
for this honour, and I want her to know she is 
simply amazing! I am truly humbled.”

Alex 
Langelo

Recipient of

Recognition Award
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“I was pleasantly surprised to find out I am 
the recipient of the Recognition Award for the 
2020-2021 academic year. As I complete my 
second year in the BScN program, I am 
becoming increasingly excited to begin my 
career as a registered nurse. I am thankful for 
the instructors, clinical preceptors, 
classmates, and patients I have met through 
clinical placements who have impacted my 
experience thus far as a nursing student. 
Thank you all!”

“

Sarah 
Lavereau

Recipient of

Recognition Award
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"I am honoured and excited to be a recipient of the 
University (Senate) Scholarship and the Medical 
Surgical Excellence in Clinical Nursing Award for the 
2020-2021 academic year. I would like to say thank 
you to everyone who has made it possible both 
inside and outside of the School of Nursing. I truly 
value the support and guidance that I was offered 
by my family, tutors, and peers. I look forward to 
continuing to learn and grow in the BScN program. 
With less financial burden, I will not only be able to 
keep up the hard work, but I will be also have the 
opportunity to spend more time giving back to the 
nursing community through my involvement and 
leadership in extracurricular activities like MUNSS 
and SRA."

Callista Liu
Recipient of

The University (Senate) 
Scholarship 

and 
The Medical Surgical 
Excellence in Clinical 

Nursing Award
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“I was overjoyed when I found out that I had 
won this award. It feels wonderful to have my 
hard work acknowledged!”

“I would like to extend my sincerest 
appreciation to those who made it possible, 
especially the generous donors. I am sure that 
being recognized for my efforts will encourage 
me to always put my best foot forward as I 
enter the nursing profession.”

Anjali 
Nowbutt

Recipient of

The Dr. Harry Lyman 
Hooker Scholarship 

and 
The Clara I. Elman 

Scholarship Awards
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“This picture – a watercolour by artist Miriam 
Vickers – represents my feeling about winning 
the award.  It represents excitement amongst 
the calm.  The award offered me the gift of 
pausing and appreciating how far I had come 
down the path and continues to serve as 
encouragement when the path gets rocky.  I was 
humbled to have won the award and deeply 
appreciative of the support from my professors 
who nominated me and the donors who made 
the award possible.”

Jodi Stone 
Oliveira

Recipient of

The Joyce Griffin 
Scholarship Award 

Watercolour by Artist Miriam Vickers
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“I am very honoured to receive and be 
awarded The Clara I. Elman Scholarship. It 
means well to be recognized and appreciated 
by the faculty. I would like to thank the donors 
for their immense generosity, as well as my 
tutors, preceptors, peers, and family that 
motivate me to continue learning within 
McMaster’s BScN program towards the 
registered nurse role. In receiving this award, I 
hope to continue in positively contributing 
quality nursing care and learning in the 
future. Thank you.”

Eduardo 
Pagtakhan

Recipient of

The Clara I. Elman 
Scholarship Award
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“Receiving The Roseanne Cerello-Lin Scholarship 
Award was honestly such a wonderful surprise, and 

it proved to be a morale-booster I was unaware I 
needed. Nursing school is by no means a light-

hearted endeavour and considering my batch of 
RPN-to-BScN bridging students had nearly all of our 
program during this recent pandemic; it seemed like 

hardships were hitting us across the wholistic 
spectrum. This award became a tremendous source 

of joy and honour for me during that rough time, 
and it encouraged me to continue my nursing 

pursuit amidst everything. I would like to once again 
sincerely thank the donors who made this award 

possible, as well as my professors who selected me 
as its recipient. Such generosity is truly appreciated 
and inspiring, and I will continue to do my best to 

pay it forward by helping others in our global 
community. Thank you, and stay safe!”

Sachith (Lucky) 
Pathirana

Recipient of
The Roseanne Cerello-Lin  

Scholarship Award
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“

“I was surprised and very grateful when I found out 
that I had won an award for German-language 
studies. I had taken German classes every year of 
my university degree and it felt wonderful to have 
my dedication to studying German be recognized! 
Thank you so much to all of my German teachers 
over the years, Herr Penner, Prof. Popovich, and Dr. 
Bruce for making this possible. This award will help 
on my journey towards becoming a nurse physically 
by helping pay for student loans, and as well by 
showing me that hard work pays off. Thank you so 
much to everyone who made this possible. ”

Katja 
Preinitsch

Recipient of

The J. Beverly Krugel
Scholarship in German 

Language Studies 
Award
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“I am so incredibly honored to have received 
the Recognition Award and truly thankful to 
the person/those who nominated me. I was 
truly shocked to find out that I had received 
this award. The past two years of the BScN 

program have not been easy and receiving this 
award shows me that all of my hard work and 

dedication has been recognized. This award has 
provided me an extra sense of motivation and 

encouragement to remain dedicated to my 
education and pursuing my dream career of 

being a nurse. I am thankful for all the 
professors and tutors I have had up to this 
point who have provided me guidance and 

supported me so far in my journey to 
becoming a Registered Nurse.”

Claudetta 
Pugliese

Recipient of
The Recognition Award
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“I felt honoured when I found out I had 
received the award and I am so appreciative 
for the extra help to get through my nursing 
degree. I wouldn't have been able to do it 
without so much support from school and 
from my husband who have made this all 
possible. I love nursing as a profession and 
this contribution has allowed me to continue 
to pursue that dream with gusto!”

Brittini Rawn 

Recipient of
The Recognition Award

The Elizabeth Petra Cooke 
Memorial Scholarship 

Award
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“Thank you for granting me the Martha 
Dawn Murray prize! I have used this prize 
to help fund my nursing studies. I am now 
one step closer to reaching my BScN. I 
would like to thank the School of Nursing 
for recognizing student achievement in the 
clinical setting.”

Payton Sydney 
Russell

Recipient of

Martha Dawn Murray 
Prize Award
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“Wow! What a surprise! I'm not sure who 
nominated me for this lovely award but I 
would like to thank whoever made this 

possible. Last year was a tough year for us all 
and having my hard work recognized is really 

amazing! This is such a lovely surprise and will 
help push me forward during these next few 
years of the program. Thank you so much!”

Kaitlyn 
Schrieber

Recipient of
The Recognition 

Award
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“I am honoured to have been nominated for an 
award of recognition for the 2020-2021 

academic term. I was unaware of my 
nomination, however I am undeniably 

appreciative to have been recognized for my 
academic achievements by the CoMac faculty. I 
am eternally grateful for the love and support I 

have received throughout my academic ventures 
from preceptors, academic faculty, friends and 
family. With their support and guidance, I have 
flourished into the individual I am today, and 
have compounded the characteristics of the 
nurse in which I hope to become. To those in 

which have driven my success over the duration 
of the last 4 years of nursing school, I thank you.”

Ashley 
Scott
Recipient of

Recognition Award 
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”When I found out I won this award I was 
very surprised and happy that all my hard 
work has been recognized. This award makes 
me feel excited on my path to becoming a 
nurse. I would like to say a big thank-you to all 
of those who made it possible - this includes 
my friends in the program and my family for 
motivating me and supporting me in my 
endeavors!”

Angelina 
Sestanovic

Recipient of

The Recognition Award
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“I was humbled when I found out I received the 
University Senate Scholarship. I was honoured to 
know that my academic efforts throughout the 
school year have been recognized. ”
“This award will help aid in the financial aspect 
of my education in nursing on my path to 
becoming a nurse. ”  “I want to express my 
gratitude to the School of Nursing faculty and 
students that help support me in my learning 
and motivation to become a nurse. They inspire 
me to continually improve myself as a nursing 
student through their feedback. ”

Christine Siu
Recipient of

The University Senate 
Scholarship
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“Receiving this medal was truly one of the greatest honours of 
my academic career. The support and encouragement provided 
by this award championed me to seek out all the knowledge 
and opportunities that the McMaster-Mohawk-Conestoga 
nursing program has to offer. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to the School of Nursing for this honour and to all the 
faculty that have supported me in my academic journey.”

“When I heard that I had been awarded the Corelene Helen 
Tostevin scholarship, it was such a rewarding and uplifting 
feeling. Like so many students here at McMaster, I put a lot of 
effort and energy into my studies to try and be the best nurse 
that I can be. Having this effort recognized in a formal way 
really means a lot and has affirmed for me that I am on the 
right track. This award really helped support my final year of 
studies by assisting me in paying for all the costs that add up 
between school and clinical placements and I am so grateful for 
the support of those who made this scholarship possible. Thank 
you for investing in McMaster nursing students, believing in us, 
and helping us on our path to becoming our communities' 
nurses!”

Alexander 
Skipper

Recipient of

The Provost’s Honour Roll 
Medal 

and
The Corelene Helen 

Tostevin Scholarship
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“When I found out I won the award, I was 
deeply touched by it. This was mainly due to 

the connect I had made with a professor 
during my second year of the program, and 
without her support, I do not think I would 
have even gone for the award. Winning the 

award made me feel like I had made an 
impact within my class and my program, 

which will ultimately lead me down my path 
to make a difference within the nursing 

profession. I want to thank the donors who 
made these awards possible, since the 

support is very much needed and appreciated 
when you're a student and finding your path.”

Katherine 
Smith-

Eivemark
Recipient of

The Wilda Pinkney
Scholarship
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“I am honoured to be a recipient of the Recognition 
Award and feel blessed to have the opportunity to 
work with wonderful tutors, professors, and peers 
throughout my years of the BScN Program.  Every 
teacher, nurse, patient, and peer played and integral 
role in my education and shaping who I will become 
as a nurse.   Thank you to all faculty, friends and 
family who have supported me along the way.”

Saskia Snyder-
Penner 

Recipient of

The Recognition Award
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“I was very excited when I found out that I won 
the Donald Lavigne Memorial Scholarship. It was a 
pleasant surprise because I wasn't thinking of 
winning an award although I didn't expect that I 
could. ? At the beginning of the program, I wasn't 
confident with academic aspects of the program 
because taking courses online due to covid-19 was a 
whole new experience. Winning Donald Lavigne 
Memorial Scholarship made me more confident 
about studying in the program overall. I believe 
ongoing support from faculty and peers made me to 
possible to win the award. Faculty was always 
available and offered me a great support whenever 
I have questions or issues.”

Min Ho Song

Recipient of

The Donald Lavigne 
Memorial Scholarship 

Award



School of Nursing 
Award Recipients 2020-2021

“I was completely shocked to be honest. I had to 
double check that it wasn’t a phishing email and once 
that was cleared, I was ecstatic. This award will help me 
on my path to becoming a nurse by taking away some 
of that financial burden. As a nursing student, we work 
a lot of unpaid hours, so it is nice to have some of that 
going towards my tuition, its one less stressor to worry 
about. I would like to of course say thank you. It is an 
honour that I can be alongside other students that have 
selflessly given back the community all the while 
keeping up with their academics. Thank you for having 
an award like this, that recognizes community 
involvement as it is a huge part of our future careers. 
Thank you easing some of that financial stress 
especially since I am embarking into level 4 and will 
have less opportunity to work. Truly, thank you!”

Jody-Ann 
Spencer

Recipient of

Ross and Doris Dixon 
Charitable Foundation 

Community Service 
Award
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"I remember sitting in the cafeteria at Hamilton 
General in shock, smiling from ear to ear, when I 
found out I had received the University (Senate) 
Scholarship. What a tremendous honour to be 
recognized by the School of Nursing.”  “Meeting 
patients and learning about who they are apart 
from their diagnosis is a great privilege and a 
tremendous joy. I am inspired to continue 
providing holistic patient-centred care built on 
trust and compassion as I complete my last year 
in this program. ” “I am very grateful to 
McMaster University, its donors, and the School 
of Nursing for awarding me this scholarship.”

Megan 
Sweetman

Recipient of

The University Senate 
Scholarship
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“It was my final evaluation meeting where John Pilla, my clinical 
tutor, told me I was nominated for this award. I was 
overwhelmed with joy and immediately after, I called my mama 
who has always believed in me and is my biggest supporter. I 
would like to thank John Pilla for recognizing my potential and 
encouraging me to always grow in my practice. I would like to 
thank every clinical tutor and preceptor who taught me, 
supported me, and guided me throughout the last 4 years. And 
to my family and friends, thank you for your constant support 
and encouragement.” “Receiving this award has shown me 
that hard-work and dedication does not go unrecognized. It 
makes me happy and grateful to know I have made a positive 
impact in my clinical placements.”  “As I transition from a 
nursing student to a registered nurse, I strive to always be 
passionate about the care I provide and to always prioritize my 
patients. And I wish to use my knowledge and assets learned 
from McMaster’s School of Nursing throughout my lifetime.”

Dua Syed

Recipient of

The Clara I. Elman 
Scholarship Award
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“I felt incredibly honoured to win this scholarship 
when entering my final year of my BScN degree. 
McMaster Nursing is such a challenging yet 
rewarding program that I have devoted so much of 
my time. So, when I found out that I had been 
awarding with this scholarship it felt like this hard 
work was really paying off. As a student who pays 
her own way through post secondary education, I 
am incredibly thankful to the donors and the 
awards committee for alleviating my financial stress, 
bringing me one step closer to becoming a nurse.”

Karly Thacker
Recipient of

The Clara I. Elman 
Scholarship Award 
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“I am both humbled and immensely grateful to 
receive the Ardelle Darling Memorial Award and the 
Tom and Nathan Incledon Memorial Award.  I want 
to thank the faculty member(s) at the time of 
drafting these words.  And the donors who made 
this possible. Before being a student nurse, I was 
once a patient first.  My journey into nursing began 
during the darkest period of my life – when I was 
first diagnosed with relapse-remitting MS.  
However, the nurses in my care team played a 
pivotal role, not only by encouraging me to pursue 
nursing, but also making me realize my self-worth 
and agency again.  From this moment, I vowed to 
pay it forward and empower my patients the same 
way those nurses did to me.  Because, after all, it is 
said that fire tempers gold in the same way that 
adversity tempers the human soul.”

John Thang
Recipient of

The Ardelle Darling 
Memorial Award 

and 
The Tom and Nathan 
Incledon Memorial 

Award 
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“I felt truly humbled and grateful to be 
recognized for my work in both nursing theory 
and practice by my professors in the Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing (BScN) program and to 

be awarded the Elizabeth Maus Scholarship. I 
was speechless of the generosity of the 

donors and creators of the Scholarship to 
provide support to those who are excelling in 

the program. I would like to thank my 
professors and tutors who have made every 

lecture, lab and professional practice a 
memorable experience to help shape me into 
the best possible registered nurse I can be. I 
hope to give back to the nursing community 

in a substantial way one day as this award has 
done for me.”

Ashleigh 
Upton
Recipient of

Elizabeth Maus 
Scholarship
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Samantha 
Vandermyden

Recipient of

The Homewood 
Foundation Scholarship

“Receiving this award was an honour – and a surprise! I had no idea 
when I entered nursing school that I would have such a strong 
interest in Mental Health Nursing, but after my experience at 
Homewood for my clinical placement, I grew to love it! This award 
helped grow my confidence when working with clients that are 
suffering from mental illness or addictions. Patients with mental 
illness can be in any setting, whether it be in the community, 
inpatient psychiatric hospitals or acute care, therefore having the 
confidence to treat these patients in any setting can significantly 
improve the quality of care that they receive. Thank you to everyone 
involved in making this scholarship possible!”
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“I am absolutely honoured to be a recipient 
of the Recognition Award for my 
achievements during the 2020/2021 
academic year. This award solidifies that my 
hard work and accomplishments paid off and 
it pushes me work even harder and continue 
to strive for more going forward. My goal has 
always been to be the best nurse that I can be 
and this achievement reinforces that I chose 
the correct path. I wouldn't have gotten to 
this point without my family and friends that 
are consistently supporting and encouraging 
me along the way. I am incredibly 
appreciative and grateful for this 
achievement!"

Julie Waddell
Recipient of

The Recognition Award
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“It is an absolute honor to have been awarded this 
scholarship. I am incredibly grateful to the School of 
Nursing and the donors for recognizing the work of 
both myself and my fellow students. I believe that 
the establishing a genuine nurse-client relationship 
is the very backbone of what it means to be a nurse. 
The therapeutic relationship that a nurse develops 
with each of their clients can make or break their 
entire healthcare experience. Moreover, 
maintaining positive nurse-client relationships is 
critical for keeping the public’s faith in the nursing 
profession. Having been recognized for my 
commitment to such relationships, I hope to carry 
this attitude forward through my transition to being 
an RN and for the entirety of my career.” 

Yifan (Ivan) 
Zhang

Recipient of

The Clara I. Elman 
Scholarship Award
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“

“I was ecstatic and shocked when I realized that I won the 
Henrietta Alderson Scholarship. At this time, I was unaware 
of the supports and grants that were available to help 
McMaster students grow and succeed. This grant enabled 
me to focus on my academic studies and explore 
extracurriculars that will shape my career as a nurse. I 
would like to thank the School of Nursing, my professors, 
and my lovely friends and family.”

“I am incredibly grateful to be a recipient of the Clarence L. 
Starr Prize for the 2020-2021 school year. During this time 
of my life, we were experience a global pandemic; 
however, I was lucky enough to continue my education at 
McMaster University through an online platform. I would 
like to thank my friends and family for supporting me 
throughout this challenging time and pushing me to 
succeed. I would also like to thank McMaster University 
and the School of Nursing for supporting students and their 
learning. “

Cindy Zhu
Recipient of

The Henrietta 
Alderson Scholarship 

and
The Clarence L. Starr 

Prize 
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Krizalyn Jacinto

Recipient of

The Lorie Scott  
Nursing Scholarship 

Award 

"I feel honoured and humbled to be the recipient of the Lorie 
Scott Nursing Scholarship Award and I am incredibly thankful to 
my team members, donors, faculty, family, and friends for 
supporting me throughout my undergraduate journey. Being a 
part of small communities within McMaster that aim to 
advocate for marginalized populations gives me hope that 
together we can get closer to bridging the gap of disparities 
that exist with intersectionality. By volunteering with such 
thought-provoking teams, I’m happy to be continuously 
developing my understanding of the barriers people face and 
learning how to be more conscientious of my words and my 
actions along the way. As an aspiring nurse I hope to be able to 
use these experiences not only to guide my future practice in 
providing culturally sensitive and trauma-informed care, but to 
participate in leadership opportunities where my voice can be 
further heard."
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